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SUB J : RECENT LABOR DEVELOPMENTS 

SUMMARY: ALL-ETHIOPIAN TRADE UNION (AETU), IN COOPERATION 
WITH ETHIOPIAN PROVISIONAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT (EPMG), HAS 
BEEN REORGANIZING TRADITIONALLY MOST ANTI-GOVT UNIONS 
PAST TWO WEEKS. THESE HAVE INCLUDED TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
SERVICE IN ADDIS ABABA, COMMERICAL BANK OF ETHIOPIA, (CBE), 

ETHIOPIAN AIR LINES (EAL) EMPLOYEES, AND STRONG ARTICLE, 

POSSIBLY INDICATING FUTURE ACTIONS, AGAINST ANBESSA 
TRANSPORT WORKERS. ENGLISH PRESS HAS ALSO CONDEMNED 
"DEFUNCT" CONFEDERATION OF ETHIOPIAN LABOR UNIONS (CELU) 

AND FORMER SECGEN, BEYENE SOLOMON. ALSO IN 
LENGTHY ANTI-CIA ARTICLE, AFRO-AMERICAN CENTER OF TRADE 
UNION STUDIES, HEADED BY IRVING BROWN, ACCUSED OF BEING 
SET UP BY U.S. INTELLIGENCE AGENCY. ETHIOPIAN EFFORTS 
IN LABOR FIELD APPEAR TO BE AIMED AT CONSOLIDATING 
PRO-GOVT ELEMENTS, POSSIBLY IN ANTICIPATION OF 
FUTURE "PROLETARIAT AV ORKERS PARTY". END SUMMARY. 

1 . APRIL 2 ETHIOPIAN HERALD REPORTED MEETING AT CITY 
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HALL OF MORE THAN 2,000 ADDIS ABABA TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
SERVICE EMPLOYEES. VIEWS REPORTEDLY EXCHANGED ON HOW 
TO "REVITALIZE" UNION AND HOW TO REESTABLISH UNION IN 
LINE WITH LABOR PROCLAMATION PROVISIONS. OPENING 
SESSION ADDRESSED BY ATO ABERRA HUNDE, CHAIRMAN OF 
AD-HOC ELECTION COMMITTEE WHO CONDEMNED UNHOLY 
TRINITY OF EPRP, EDU, AND ELF AND SAID THEY "NOW BEING 
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WIPED OUT BY MASSES ". ABERRA NOTED FORMER TELECOM- 
MUNICATIONS UNION LEADERS HAD DISCOURAGED MEMBERS FROM 
PARTICIPATING IN PRO-GOVT RALLIES AND WEEKLY 
DISCUSSION FORUMS. 

2. APR 6 ETHIOPIAN HERALD REPORTED 600 CBE EMPLOYEES 
ESTABLISHED EIGHT-MEMBER COMMITTEE TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR LAUNCHING UNION ON NEW REVOLUTIONARY BASIS. 

COMMITTEE SPOKESMAN EXHOED CONDEMNATION OF EPRP AND 
SAID FORMER UNION LEADERS HAD FAILED TO ORGANIZE AND 
AWAKEN BANK EMPLOYEES. SPOKESMAN ALSO STATED FORMER 
UNION LEADERS HAD CLOSE LINKS WITH FORMER CELU. HE 
ACCUSED FORMER UNION LEADERS OF DISCOURAGING EM- 
PLOYEES FROM FORMING OVERALL FINANCIAL UNION AND HAD 
INCITED EMPLOYEES TO STRIKE AND SLOW DOWN. 

3. APR 14 ETHIOPIAN HERALD REPORTED GENERAL MEETING 
HELD APR 12 OF EAL EMPLOYEES TO EXPOSE COUNTER- 
REVOLUTIONARIES IN MIDST AND TO REORGANIZE UNION ON 
NEW REVOLUTIONARY STAND. AD-HOC COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED 
FOR THIS PURPOSE. PMAC MEMBER ASSIGNED TO COMMUNICATIONS 
& TRANSPORT MINISTRY BRIEFED MEETING ON VARIOUS 
REACTIONARY MACHINATIONS AGAINST REVOLUTION AND ABOUT 
THOSE WHO OPPOSE POLITICIZATION. ORGANIZATION AND 
ARMING OF BROAD MASSES FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF WORKERS 
PARTY. PMAC MEMBER CHARGED THESE ELEMENTS DISRUPTING 
DISCUSSION FORUMS AND CALLED ON EAL WORKERS TO STAND 
FOR REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE AND USE UNION FOR CAUSE OF 
OPPRESSED WORKERS. 
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4. LENGTHY ARTICLE IN APR 10 ETHIOPIAN HERALD 
REVOLUTIONARY FORUM COLUMN CONTAINED STRONG ATTACK 
AGAINST ANBESSA TRANSPORTATION WORKERS. COLUMN 
VARIOUSLY ATTACKED EPRP, EDU, ELF AND CIA WHO 
CONSTANTLY LABORING TO SUBVERT REVOLUTION AND WHO 
ARE BOUND MAKE ANBESSA THEIR MAIN TARGET. COLUMN 
ALSO ATTACKED LABOR LEADERS WHO HAVE REMAINED ACTIVE 
CELU SUPPORTERS. IT PRAISED AETU FOR HAVING DRIVEN 

OUT ALL REACTIONARY ELEMENTS FROM WORKING CLASS 
RANKS AND CONCLUDED, ANBESSA WORKERS SHOUD EXPOSE 
EPRP. EDU. ELF AND CIA AGENTS NOW HIDDEN IN THEIR 
MIDST. 

5. IN CONTINUING ANTI-CIA CAMPAIGN, APRI 12 
ETHIOPIAN HERALD DEVOTED EDITORIAL AND TWO VERY 
LENGTHY COLUMNS TO CONDEMNATIONS OF CIA. IN 
DETAILING CIA ACTIVITIES IN AFRICA, ONE COLUMN 
ALLEGED AFRO-AMERICAN CENTER OF TRADE UNION STUDIES, 
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HEADED BY IRVING BROWN, ESTABLISHED BY U.S. INTELLI- 
GENCE AGENCY. ARTICLE ONE OF STRONGEST ATTACKS YET 
AGAINST CIA IN ETHIOPIAN PRESS. 

6. COMMENT: UNIONS BEING RF.OGR ANI7.ED PAST TWO WEEKS 
HAVE BEEN TRADITIONALLY MOST ANTI-GOVT ONES. IT THEREFORE 
NOT SURPRISING THEY WOULD BE AETU TARGETS, HAVING BEEN 
PREVIOUSLY CONDEMNED IN PRESS. CONSTANT REFERENCE 
TO "PROLETARIAT/WORKERS ARTY" PROBABLY ONLY PLOY AT THIS 
STAGE, TO CONSOLIDATE PRO-GOVT LADERSHIP OF UNIONS. 

TIENKEN 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED TO AALC NEW YORK. 
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